
The Rehoming of Rhaegar 

 

 
As with many of our new strays, we had no way of knowing the mixture of breeds that gave our newest 

admission his muscular body and large ears that stood straight up. He was fairly large, with a black and white 

coat and a sweet personality. We estimated that he was under five years old, called him a pitbull mix, and 

gave him a temporary name: Montana. He was often admired but never adopted in the weeks that he was 

at our shelter. 

 

But on November 1st, 2016, a young woman named Ashleigh and her 

boyfriend Sean came to our shelter looking for their first dog as a couple. 

They already knew that they wanted to adopt a pitbull-type breed 

because “they have such a hard time being adopted due to their 

unfortunate and untrue reputation”, says Ashleigh. The first thing to grab 

the couple’s attention was Montana’s signature ears, and when they bent 

down to say hello they felt an instant connection. After spending time with 

him outside in the play yard, they immediately filled out an application to 

adopt him. By the following day, they had already received a phone call 

notifying them of their approval. 

 

 

On November 3, Ashleigh and Sean were able to take him home as their new family member. The couple 

gave him a new collar, new toys, and even a new name- Rhaegar! DNA tests revealed that he was a mix Boxer, 

Rottweiler, Great Dane and American Staffordshire Terrier (often generically called “pitbull”).   

Since that first day, Ashleigh says:  

 

 

 

  

 

“Rhaegar has brought so much joy, love and 

happiness to our lives. Whenever Sean and I have 

a bad day Rhaegar is there to make us forget. He 

makes us laugh 24/7 with all his little quirks. He is 

also so, so patient. He lets us brush his teeth, clean 

his paws, clean his ears and give him baths with 

no issue. He loves other dogs and little kids.. He 

gets so excited when he realizes he gets to see his 

friends at the vet. He is our fur child and we love 

him so much. We are so happy our paths crossed 

and that his big adorable ears caught our eye.” 
 



Ashleigh is candid about her struggles with 

anxiety, and she feels that Rhaegar can sense 

her impending panic because he will make sure 

that he is right beside her. She feels that 

Rhaegar rescued her and her boyfriend just as 

much as they rescued him, because he “came 

into [their] lives just when [they] needed him 

to”. 

 

 

As for Rhaeger, these days you can find him 

curled up with his own pillows and blankets, 

watching the world go by in the front window, 

which Ashleigh and Sean playfully call his 

“stoop”. He is one of thousands of abandoned, 

abused, or neglected animals that has 

flourished in his forever home- all he needed 

was a chance.  

 

 

Thank you to Ashleigh and Sean for opening their hearts to an animal in need and giving him such a happy 

life! 

 

We absolutely love to hear adoption stories- they warm our hearts and keep us going strong 

in our mission. If you have adopted your furry friend from us and would like to share your 

story (and pictures, please!) we encourage you to email us at deirdre@lehighhumane.org!  
 

 

mailto:deirdre@lehighhumane.org

