
This is something I am often asked as I stand in the halls of my 
shelter, where I have worked for five years. Sometimes the tone is 
genuine curiosity, other times the question is steeped in 
disappointment or disgust. 

“Well”, I say, “we do not choose the dogs that need our 
help. We take all the stray, abandoned, neglected or 
abused animals that come through our doors - and 
many times, those happen to be pitbull-type dogs.” 
Folks that come to us looking to adopt— and not purchase - a new 
family dog will unquestionably always find a disproportionate 
number of dogs falling in this category. That is because they are 
the most misunderstood, exploited, mistreated, and disposed of 
dogs in the country. 

They are also the hardest to find homes for. We will admit pitbulls 
to our shelter, without restriction, knowing that it will be weeks, 
months, or more than a year until they leave with their new 
families. They will fill kennels indefinitely, creating a slower turn 
over and less room for us to house other more “desirable” breeds 
of dogs. And this is why so many other shelters and animal 
welfare facilities will turn them away, leaving us to pick up the 
slack.  

These dogs truly have so much stacked against them from the day 
they grow out of their beautiful, blue-eyed puppy stage. They are 
bred by the truckload from mothers deprived of nutrients from 

birthing litter after litter. They are sold to anyone with the cash to 
buy them, as a source of income to the dog’s owner. They are 
chained up in backyards, kept in dark basements, and sometimes 
trained to fight.  

If they ever escape this life and end up in an animal shelter, their 
struggle is not over. Some shelters choose to or are required to 
euthanize them based on their appearance as a pitbull-type dog. 
If they are not euthanized, they may spend day after day waiting 
for their new family. But even if they are seen by a loving family, 
that family may not be able to take them home.  

Anyone with a pitbull-type dog renting a house or apartment 
knows how hard it is to find a reputable place to live that will 
accept the dogs that are often called “vicious breeds” by the 
property managers. Those who own a home will find that their 
homeowner’s insurance would skyrocket if they reported owning 
a pitbull. Military bases and entire cities in this country have 
outlawed the breeding or owning of a pitbull. Just the general 
perception of owning a pitbull, particularly one from a shelter, 
often seems to be that the dog must be not only vicious, it must 
also be an abnormal, or mal-adjusted in some way from a 
potentially unfortunate past  and its time spent in a shelter. But at 
the LCHS, we will accept them all, however old, sickly, or 
intimidating in appearance, and we will do our utmost to educate 
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Offering affordable veterinary services 
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The Lehigh County Humane Society is designed to provide pet owners with high quality affordable veterinary care 

options that would otherwise be inaccessible to them.  We seek to break down any and all financial barriers for those 

who want to become forever companions to the animals in our care. We will work to reduce the number of homeless 

animals in the Lehigh Valley by educating the community and offering affordable medical services.   

For more information or to see our complete list of services, please visit  www.Lehighcountyhumanesociety.org 
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A Letter From Our CEO 

To provide a safe haven for ALL animals in 

the Lehigh Valley. To be the leading advocate 

for breeds such as pit bulls that often are left 

behind or ignored by other shelters. To 

provide state of the art medical care for all 

animals and to offer financial assistance to 

those pet owners that cannot afford services 

at for profit veterinary clinics. To match 

responsible pet seekers with their next best 

friend in order to find the perfect home for 

the animals in our care.   
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Dear Friends of LCHS, 

    

    I am so grateful to all of you for your support 

and for your love of animals. It is only through 

your continued support that we are able to do 

the work that we love. We save animals and 

find them responsible, loving homes. 

    In the last year we have had the honor of 

finding safe and loving homes for over 2,000 

animals. In fact, my wife and I adopted a rotty/

pit mix named Gabby and brought her home to 

her new best friend, Oliver! Like so many 

others in the Lehigh Valley our lives have been 

enriched through this adoption process and we are so grateful that our new 

addition was rescued through the efforts of the staff here at the LCHS. 

    But who really rescues who? We believe that in many cases it is the animal 

that is doing the rescuing… 

    There are so many great things happening here at the Lehigh County Humane 

Society. From the low cost shot clinics we offer and our surgery center which 

now includes a state of the art digital x-ray machine, to the financial assistance 

that we offer to community pet owners needing vet services and the many 

building improvements we have made in the last year - and continue to make. 

The greatest thing, however, happens every day. That is adoptions…and the lives 

that are saved! 

 

Hal Warner, CEO 
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the public on their plight and repair their reputation. 
We will house and care for them until the day they are 
finally adopted. Just ask Princess, an 11 year old 
pitbull waiting for her new family since June 4, 2018.  
Or Ladd, a 10 year old pitbull surrendered to the 
shelter on Sept 8, 2018. They, and so many others, 
have stayed behind to see all of their more “desirable” 
kennel mates leave to their forever homes. But we will 
gladly take in as many pitbulls as we can care for. We 
believe they are inherently good, just as any other 
breed of dog is, and that they can make loving 
companions and excellent family dogs. So no matter 
its intended connotation…. 
 

it is a badge of honor for us to 
be ‘that’ shelter,  

     the one with all the pitbulls.                                                                           
  

URGENT NEWS FLASH!  
After patiently waiting, Princess and Ladd  

were both adopted in July 2019. 
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Ladd & Mom 



When 1-year-old DJ came limping through our doors, we were all shocked by what we saw. Her front leg was totally 
disfigured by a monstrous infection the likes of which we had never seen before. Her owners were unable to afford  
expensive vet treatments and were left with no other options than to turn DJ over to the LCHS in the hopes that we 
could help her.   

 

 

We x-rayed the leg with our new x-ray machine and were able to determine that the leg was being deformed by 
aggressive bone cancer. It needed immediate amputation. Through our rapidly-expanding veterinary clinic, we were 
able to diagnose and treat her in-house from start to finish. DJ underwent intensive surgery and weeks of recovery 
before she was made available for  adoption.  But her spirit never faltered, even as she adjusted to life on 3 legs; she 
was always the same happy girl looking for adventure. She was quickly adopted by a kind young couple who saw her 
for the special girl she is! 

Awaiting surgery 

Recovering in the shelter  
Director’s office 

DJ goes to her forever home!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This summer, your donations enabled us to provide medical 
care, shelter, food and love to over 400  animals. We also: 

 Painted the kennel area for a more serene environment for 
the pets 

 Placed benches in the dog runs  

 Acquired much needed power washers to clean and sanitize 
the kennels and cages every day 

 Purchased a new animal transport vehicle  

 Waived the adoption fees for 106 animals that went to their 
forever homes on July 20th during our Best Friend Weekend 
Event 

 Expanded our low-cost veterinary clinic hours 
The continuing need to help homeless animals relies on financial 
donations.  

Thank you for your supporting  
Lehigh County Humane Society! 

 
YOUR DONATIONS… 

 
Save a Life, 

Help an injured animal, 
Help feed many mouths, 

Help to leave no dog behind, 
We Need Your Help 

Please Donate Today. 

SAVING DJ 

DJ’s deformed left front leg,  
while standing 

YOU are the reason 

that DJ is now free from cancer but not her zest 
for life,  DJ shows no signs of slowing down!   

Waking up from surgery 
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Volunteer Corner 

Critter Q & A 

Do you have questions about pet care, 

Pennsylvania animal cruelty laws, or the 

LCHS in general?  

Now’s  your chance to ask!  

We would like to introduce our new  Critter 

Q & A  column, where we will include 

educational advice and the answers to your 

asked questions about the world of animal 

shelters, animal welfare and all things 

critter! 

Send in your question today by email to 

info@lehighhumane.org or by snail mail 

mail Attn: Deirdre 

 
We have a new volunteer program that includes more than walking dogs! Volunteers can help make the 
grounds look beautiful, organize space,  and even help with administrative tasks such as slicing fliers and 
compiling information packets. We see you every day feeding kittens with bottles, working tirelessly to walk our 
dogs, helping rehabilitate injured dogs and train puppies too. You clean rabbit cages and take care of gerbils—
and the best part of it is that you enjoy it! Thank you for all you do. For more information on how to volunteer 
please go to our website to complete a volunteer application.  
 

 

THANK YOU! 

640 Dixon Street   

Allentown, PA 18103 

 

Visit us to hear what all the buzz is about... 

Stay informed... 

Get Involved... 

Join the movement! 


